
UNSUNG

at Summerhall

Valentinn Dhaenensn presentsn then falln fromn gracen ofn an poli tcaln ani mal.

n 
Revi ewsn /n Theatren /n Unsungn Stevenn Frasern |n 6n Augn 2018n 

Performern andn authorn Valentinn Dhaenensn stumblesn onton then stagen looselyn holdi ngn an smalln bunchn of
banana’s. n Hen makesn hi s n wayn upn ton a n mi crophone, n awkwardly n gi vesn i t n a n tapn ton maken sure n i t n i s
worki ngn andn thenn begi nsn ton talk.n Forn then nextn fven mi nutesn hen addressesn an conference.n Thi sn couldn be
ann academi c,n poli tcaln orn busi nessn conference.n Itn i sn di fcultn ton tell,n asn hi sn languagen i sn son vaguen and
flled n wi th n needless n words, n he n could n actually n be n addressi ng n anyone. n Evventually n he n cracks n and
acknowledgesn thatn hi sn speechn i sn notn worki ng.n Thi sn di sharmonyn wasn foreshadowedn i nn then excellent
set n desi gn. n The n back n of n the n stage n i s n a n total n mess. n A n large n banner n si ts n half n rolled n up n and n i s
haphazardlyn hangi ngn asn an backdrop. n Unsung  n   presentsn an charactern whon i sn broken,n tragi cn andn self
destructve.n Then i nstancen ofn clari tyn whenn hen reali sesn hi sn speechn i sn fawed,n i sn an raren momentn of
empathy.n Fromn heren onn i nn wen seen ourn protagoni stn begi nn an downwardn spi raln andn Dhaenensn playsn the
rolen wi thn nui sancen andn zeal.

Valentinn Dhaenensn i sn an poli tci an. n Hen wasn i ndeedn rehearsi ngn an poli tcal n speech.n Asn well n asn the
di shevelledn backdropn theren i sn an vertcaln moni torn onn then stage.n Thi sn actsn an largen smartn phonen screen
wheren wen seen i Phonen footagen ofn then poli tci ann asn hen addressesn hi sn absentn wi fe.n Theren i sn an ri tuali stc
aspectn ton then protagoni stsn behavi our.n Hen i sn constantlyn seenn unbutoni ngn hi sn shi rt,n undoi ngn hi sn te
andn unpacki ngn newn clothes.n Then poli tci ann i sn an go-geter.n Hen i sn readyn ton ri sen ton then top,n hen i sn drunk
onn power,n butn hen neglectsn hi sn fami ly.n Then neglectn ofn hi sn wi fen i sn hi sn downfalln andn then ri tualn wen seen on
stagen suggestsn hen hasn beenn doi ngn i tn overn andn overn agai n.

Then poli tci ann hasn fai ledn asn an fathern andn husbandn andn thi sn comesn ton then foren whenn an secretn i s
revealed.n Butn hi sn falln fromn gracen doesn notn feeln dramatcn andn glori ousn enough.n Then poli tci ann i sn gi ven
then lastn word.n Evvenn thoughn hen i sn an fai luren hen i sn stlln gi venn centren stagen ton gi ven onen fnaln speech.n Hi s
narci ssi smn andn egon aren lefn ton shi nen onen lastn tmen andn then endi ngn feelsn li ken an somewhatn unsatsfyi ng
conclusi onn ton ann i nterestngn performance.
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